LETTER

Evaluating Evidence-Based Practice Performance

Dr. Green provided a useful 1-page form that
can be used by trainees to document their
efforts in applying evidence-based principles
to answering specific clinical questions (1).
We would like to share 2 additional forms
designed for use by medical students and
residents. These forms ask for the following
rating of the quality of the evidence:

e Information based on a systematic
comprehensive search for the best avail-
able evidence

¢ Information based on scientific studies
but unclear if the best studies are cited

* Information based on case reports or
case series

e Information based on a consensus of
representative experts

* Information based on opinions of 1 or a
few authors

¢ Unclear what information is based on

This assessment of the quality of the evi-
dence to support a specific answer was se-

lected for 2 reasons: 1) The form is designed
to be used in multdple institutions, and it is
unknown if and when an individual curricu-
lum would teach a specific level-of-evidence
rating system; and 2) when searching for an
answer to a question it is important to con-
sider the totality of the evidence and not just
the quality of an individual study.

One of the forms is for medical students
and is derived from a study conducted at the
University of Missouri-Columbia (2). This
study found that providing third-year med-
ical students with an experiential curriculum
with clinically integrated teaching of Internet
use to answer clinical questions resulted in
improvements in the quality of answers
found and reductions in the time and num-
ber of sites used for searching. The form was
subsequently revised to better facilitate com-
munication between students and preceptors
by adding 3 yes/no questions for preceptors
to complete.

The second form is for residents and has
been modified for use in documenting

Practice-Based Learning and Improvement
competencies as required by the Accredi-
tation Council for Graduate Medical Ed-
ucation.

These forms are freely available at www.
dynamicmedical.com/medicalschools.php.
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